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  WASHINGTON, D.C. ‚ Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) announced today that the U.S. House of Representatives has approved the Interior Appropriations conference report containing $150,000 for the Silvio O. Conte Anadromous Fish Research Lab in Turners Falls.

  Olver is a member of the Interior Subcommittee of the House Appropriations Committee and worked to secure the funding for fiscal year 2006.  The Interior Appropriations bill passed the House today. It is expected to pass the Senate later this week and should become law in August.

  "During the Industrial Revolution, many populations of anadromous fishes were severely depleted by damming, pollution or alteration of their migratory or spawning habitats," Olver said. "Without these funds the lab would not be able to purchase the equipment necessary to conduct the critical research to restore naturally reproducing populations within their original ranges."

  The funding will support science - through the purchase of equipment and research - for the environmental and economic sustainability of the Connecticut River watershed and Long Island Sound.

  Projects at the fish lab may include research on the linkage between groundwater and stream-flow and temperature in streams supporting salmon brook trout and other native species; understanding the impact of flows and water quality on the ecology and migration success of anadromous species such as American shad and short nosed sturgeon; and understanding the ecological and genetic impacts and proposed benefits from dam removal or fish passage construction. Equipment to be purchased for the lab may include an electroshocking boat, acoustic video equipment, fluorescent plate marker, digital camera microscope and sequel database software and server.

  Results of research will be published in appropriate scientific publications and journals, and presentations suitable for general audiences will be given in a variety of venues, including programs at the Great Falls Discovery Center and other education centers affiliated with the Silvio O. Conte National Fish and Wildlife Refuge.

  Additional media contact:
 Steve Rideout, Branch Manager, US Geological Survey, 413-863-3802
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